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Trump urges 
end to lottery 
that brought 


suspect here 


Uzbek immigrant charged 
in deaths arrived in U.S. 
in 2010 on diversity visa 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Roused 
by the first major Islamic State-in- 
spired attack on U.S. soil since 
he took office, President Donald 
Trump urged swift repeal of the 
immigration program that brought 
the suspect to America. 

Trump insisted Wednesday that 
Congress must end the visa lottery 
program under which Uzbek im- 
migrant Sayfullo Saipov entered 
the country, and he ordered still 
tighter scrutiny of immigrants 
already subject to what he calls 
“extreme vetting.” But the White 
House offered no indication of 
what new steps the president 
might be planning. 

“We have to get much tougher, 
much smarter, and less politically 
correct,” Trump said. 

The Department of Homeland 
Security confirmed that Saipov — 
the suspect in the truck attack that 
killed eight and injured more in 
Manhattan on Tuesday — entered 
the U.S. in 2010 under the Diver- 
sity Visa Lottery Program, which 
gives people from countries with 
low rates of immigration an oppor- 
tunity to come to the U.S. 

Trump denounced the 29-year- 
old Saipov as an “animal,” and said 
he was open to sending the man 
to the U.S. prison at Guantdana- 
mo Bay, Cuba, instead of to trial 
in New York. “I would certainly 
consider that. Send him to Gitmo,” 
Trump said. 

White House press secretary 


See Attack: Page 3 


SUSPECT’S NEBRASKA HISTORY 


Sayfullo Saipov, a truck driver, was 
ticketed four times. Page 3A 


Ads show Russia’s intrusion 


Facebook says more than 
100 million users viewed the 
content, which aimed to fan discord 
on hot-button issues. Page 4A 


Fighting and funny 
“Thor: Ragnarok’ is the latest in 
a long line of movies to combine 

action and comedy. GO 


Bankruptcy complete 
Gordmans’ liquidation plan is 
approved, and unsecured creditors 
aren't getting much. Money 


Omaha forecast 
High: 55 
Clouds, then sun 


Low: 32 
Details: 6B 
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FEDERAL JUDGE NOMINEE 


Omahan splits Senate panel along party lines 


Steve Grasz defends his 
beliefs and disagrees with 
bar association assessment 
By JOSEPH Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee members clear- 
ly split along party lines Wednes- 


day as they reviewed Omaha 
attorney Steve Grasz’s nomina- 
tion to the federal bench. 

The panel’s Republicans 
praised Grasz’s qualifications 
for the position and pushed back 
against his critics, while Demo- 
crats pressed him over wheth- 
er he can set aside his personal 
views on abortion, same-sex mar- 
riage and gay rights. 

During more than an hour be- 


fore the committee, Grasz avoid- 
ed delving too far into questions 
such as whether he personally be- 
lieves abortion rights are protect- 
ed by the Constitution. 

Instead, he repeatedly indicat- 
ed that he’d follow the law and 
court precedents rather than base 
decisions on his personal views or 
religious beliefs. 

“I am a person of faith,” Grasz 
told the committee. “I am also a 


person of the law. I very firmly 
believe in a pluralistic society un- 
der the Constitution.” 

President Donald Trump nom- 
inated Grasz to the 8th U.S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals at the rec- 
ommendation of Sens. Ben Sasse 
and Deb Fischer, both Nebraska 
Republicans. 

There was little indication that 


See Grasz: Page 2 


Omaha bag maker turned down big opportunities to focus on quality over quantity 
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Unconventionally successful 
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Matthew 
Hansen 
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particularly those who not long ago 
were unemployed and sewing bags 
in their Omaha living rooms, would 
tackle their grandmothers for this 
chance. Most designers would scale 
up, skimp on materials, give up con- 
trol — alter their very identity — in 


CLARENCE HUPKA, 95 


Barney’s called. 
So did more than a 
dozen other major 
retailers, all wanting 
to make thousands 
of orders and shoot 
Artifact Bag Co. and 
its founder Chris 
Hughes into the fash- 
ion stratosphere. 

Most designers, 


Chris Hughes started 
making lunch bags in 
2010. Now Artifact sells 
16 different bags plus 
eight kinds of aprons. 


order to chase the retail white whale. 

Chris Hughes is not most designers. 
He is not most people. Which is why 
he said no to Barney’s, and no to all the 
rest of them. 

The 43-year-old Westside High 
School grad said no, and continued to 
chase something else: one of the most 
intriguing Omaha success stories of 
the Internet era. 

At a time when so many businesses 
succeed only if backed by millions in 
investment, Hughes has built Artifact 
from an idea into a nationally known 
online brand without so much as taking 
out a single business loan. 

And now, at a time when many 


See Hansen: Page 2 


Sailor survived ship’s sinking, 5 days without water during WWII 


Back in Nebraska, he 
farmed and shared his 


story of USS Indianapolis 


By Jor DUGGAN 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Surrounded by 
the Pacific Ocean, the 23-year-old 
sailor from Nebraska was literal- 
ly dying of thirst. 

Clarence Hupka and other 


crew escaped the 
sinking of the USS 
Indianapolis only 
to spend nearly 
five days adrift un- 
der a tropical sun. 
He’d seen dozens 
of his crewmates 


Clarence : 

Hupka die from wounds, 
dehydration and 
even shark at- 


tacks in the hours after a Japa- 
nese submarine had torpedoed 
the heavy cruiser in the waning 
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days of World War II. 

Hupka wanted nothing more 
than to obey his parched, swollen 
tongue, but he knew that drink- 
ing salt water meant death. So 
he obeyed his training, which he 
later credited for keeping him 
among the 317 men who sur- 
vived. The 879 other crew mem- 
bers went down with the ship or 
perished while awaiting rescue. 

Hupka — one of the last living 
survivors of the Indianapolis — 
died Sunday in Tecumseh at the age 


blic 


of 95. Over the years, the soft-spo- 
ken, unassuming farmer had 
shared his war experiences with 
schoolchildren and civic organiza- 
tions across southeast Nebraska. 

“He was one of the sweetest, 
most humble people that I’ve 
ever known. ... He had a wonder- 
ful heart,” said Sara Vladic, a San 
Diego film director who made the 
2015 documentary “USS India- 
napolis: The Legacy.” 

Hupka grew up on a farm near 


See Hupka: Page 2 
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